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Explorations in Sights and Sounds 
p layed trad it ional mus ic at a local bar for thirty-two years.  He and h is 
conjunto are fired i n  favor of more contemporary , younger mus ic ians .  
Dur ing  the group's  last performance, a l l  the ghosts o f  the great Mexican 
mus ic ians and s i ngers show up to pay tribute.  The tale ends as Juan puts 
the s i l ver dol lar in the t i p  f ishbowl for the new music ians .  
Trev ino's work starts off gent ly with a warm p icture of qua int 
characters i n  a Chicano commun ity , but dur ing  the course of the col l ec­
t ion revs up to the poi nt of ful l  b lown soc ia l  satire when he reaches "The 
Great Pyramid of Azt lan . "  This  del ig htfu l ly funny story is about a pyramid  
scheme,  l itera l ly  and f igurat ive ly ,  as a group of Chicanos seek  federal 
fund i ng  to construct a monument to their heritage in the Arizona desert .  
So many pol i t ic ians ,  government fund i ng  agencies , phi lanthropic groups ,  
and even fore ign  governments latch on to the seeming ly  i n nocuous a n d  
soc ia l ly  b land enterpr ise that i t  w inds u p  creat ing  a worldwide sensation , 
caus i ng  i nternat ional  focus on the Mexican-Americans :  "Before the 
piramide, no one knew who or what Chicanos were . Now, we have twenty 
reps i n  congress and a ha lf-dozen senators . "  The tale and the collect ion 
end on a note of opt im ism as the pyramid 's  creator, aptly name Zapata, 
muses that the pyramid  "has shown what we can do with our own 
i n st itutions .  I t 's a l lowed us to get somep lace we hadn' t  been before . "  
The Fabulous Sinkhole ranges from the quai nt ,  humorous , and 
gent le ,  to  the fantast ic ,  satir ical, and iron ic .  I t  is  a r ich , wel l -written ,  and 
bri l l iant ly conceived v iew of a m icrocos m of Chicano life i n  the l ate 
twenti eth century. 
Carl R .  Shir ley 
Un ivers iy of South Carol i na 
Wi l l iam H .  Tucker.  The Science and Politics of Racial Research. 
(U rbana and Chicago:  U n ivers ity of I l l i nois Press, 1 994). 
S ince there is  usua l ly a two year period of t ime that e lapses 
between the acceptance of a manuscr ipt by a univers i ty press and i ts 
pub l icat ion , we must commend Wil l iam H. Tucker, who is an associate 
professor of psychology at Rutgers Un ivers ity, in h is ant ic i pation of 
contemporary controvers ies i n  reference to the relat ive abi l it ies of races. 
Tucker argues that there is cont inuity in the thought of rac ists , which over 
the past two centur ies i nclude anthropometr ic ians ,  eugen ic ists , and 
segregation ists . "The impr imatur of sc ience , "  Tucker argues cogent ly ,  
" has been offered to justify, f i rst s lavery and,  later, segregation , nativ i sm ,  
soc io-pol i t ical i nequal ity, c lass  subord i nation , poverty , and the general 
fut i l ity of soc ia l  and economic reform . "  For Tucker, the attempt to 
demonstrate that one race i s  genet ically "less in tell igent than others has 
been scient if ica l ly  value less and soc ially harmful . "  Scientif ic research 
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i nto rac ia l  d i fferences has,  i n  essence, resulted i n  the  " l eg it i mat ion "  of 
rac ist ideo logy.  Neverthe less ,  Tucker i s  not pess im ist ic  about wi nn i ng  the 
batt le with rac ists .  "America's democrat ic po l i t ical  trad i t ion s , "  he  writes, 
" have preva i led ,  and today un iversal suffrage ,  equal r ig hts under law, and 
the guarantee of other civ i l  l i bert ies to al l  c it izens are no longer up for 
debate ; where demonstrab le i nfr ingement has occurred ,  there is gener­
a l ly  outrage and prompt redress . "  
Desp ite m y  fundamental agreement with most o f  Tucker's argu­
me nts and my be l ief that he has told the truth ,  I do not th i n k  he has to ld 
the whole truth .  By focus i ng  most of h i s  attent ion o n  rac ists ,  Tucker has 
virtua l ly  i gnored that ant irac ist d iscourse ,  which began with the poet 
Ph i l l i s  Wheat ly duri ng  the period of the American Revolut io n ,  man ifested 
itself in the abo l i t ion ist crusade-due primar i ly  to the percept ib le i nflu­
ence of Afr ican Americans such as Fredrick Doug lass and James 
McCune Smith-permeated the socia l  sc iences after 1 920s because of 
the domi neeri ng  presence of the German-Jewish imm igrant and father of 
modern American anthropology,  Franz Uri Boas,  and reached the peak 
of its i nfluence in the passage of the 1 964 C iv i l  R i g hts Act and the 1 965 
Vot ing  R ights Act . By g iv ing  attent ion to th i s  trad i t ion of colorb l i nd  
egal itarian ism ,  Tucker would have come to  gr ips with why  the rac ist 
trad i t ion unt i l recent t imes i n  the U n ited States has been proact ive ,  rather 
than react ive.  Put another way, the parameters of the d iscourse on the 
purported re lat ive ab i l i t ies of the so-called races of mankind have 
trad i t iona l ly  been framed by racists .  
I t  should a lso be noted that the f irst four chapters of this  book is  
mere ly cover ground that has been treated i n  greater depth i n  o lder 
h i storical works . Neverthe less ,  Tucker's real contri but ion  i s  h i s  defi n it ive 
refutat ion of Jensen i sm ,  h i s  call for the necess ity of regulat i ng  rac ia l  
sc ience,  and h i s  demonstrat ion  that the attempt to prove the i nnate 
i nte l lectual i nferiority of some groups " i s  probably sC ient if ical l y  ch i merical 
and certai nly lends itself to soc ia l ly  pern ic ious ends . "  
I n  short,  t h i s  book  deserves t he  close attent ion o f  all scholars and 
laymen interested i n  a study i n  the exercise of fut i l ity which mars the study 
of race . 
Vernon J .  W i l l iams ,  Jr .  
Purdue Un ivers ity 
Laura U ba. Asian Americans: Personality Patterns, Identity, and 
Mental Health. (NY:  The G u i lford Press, 1 994) 302 pp. ,  $33 .95.  
When look i ng  at issues of ethn ic ity and menta l  heal th we are 
constant ly rem i nded that there i s ,  at present,  no un if ied parad i g m  to guide 
e ither the pract it ioner or the research scholar . What we do know is that 
the human organ ism i s  a soc ia l ly  constructed be i ng .  We a lso know that 
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